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Hidden Colors
Fall Leaf STEAM Activity



stapler

liquid water color paints in fall colors
(e.g. green, yellow, red, orange, brown)

heavy-weight printer paper (e.g.
cardstock)

sheets of parchment paper or vellum
paper cut to size of heavy-weight paper

refillable watercolor brush pens, filled
with water

crayons

Materials:

fall leaves

https://www.michaels.com/product/12-color-watercolor-paint-set-by-artists-loft-necessities-10125734?cm_mmc=PLASearch-_-google-_-MICH_Shopping_US_N_Art+Supplies_N_PMAX_BOPIS_N-_-&Kenshoo_ida=&kpid=go_cmp-18514199888_adg-_ad-__dev-c_ext-_prd-10125734&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxbKukJ2giQMVnkn_AR1VIgO1EAQYAiABEgIgefD_BwE
https://www.michaels.com/product/12-color-watercolor-paint-set-by-artists-loft-necessities-10125734?cm_mmc=PLASearch-_-google-_-MICH_Shopping_US_N_Art+Supplies_N_PMAX_BOPIS_N-_-&Kenshoo_ida=&kpid=go_cmp-18514199888_adg-_ad-__dev-c_ext-_prd-10125734&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxbKukJ2giQMVnkn_AR1VIgO1EAQYAiABEgIgefD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Refillable-Watercolor-Leakproof-Assorted-Painting/dp/B0D14TV478/ref=sr_1_12?crid=1HUGBS3FL7KFA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ttTa5ru_Zh_y11j-4P21maZmKChgth9JKNZfxseb2UKIZGm_wR__h2gpvRmpa1UhgSkF9wLecfmOE5nSWjymO6whNj474bN3RN78tM1dyXCwEAWhPxFiLl_7WQm-1idzhh745slC1UyVgV7rglsQHzGlhcgY9LlT3tHWpybAzZDUC49IMDb_V2g9jcLJbnm30lr26ftztDAOa_cTPkcsfQ8bOM2EU04HI9ZlD4Y_-fFO5IsIAuv0T5NplcSL8dknzNswSglmwghQ4MV2BZUOGqG6Tqkqx6NykyosC3Dm34M.fTQvUHoxZjSVAdJ7cWWS9Y37gA7KNbvem3l2YmO4FnE&dib_tag=se&keywords=mini+water+brush+pens&qid=1729539422&s=office-products&sprefix=mini+water+brush+pens%2Coffice-products%2C108&sr=1-12


Chlorophyll gives leaves their green color.  
As the chlorophyll breaks down in fall, other colors are revealed!

paint paint paint

Chlorophyll gives leaves their green color.  
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paint paint paint

Leaf rubbing & fall watercolor page - print 1 copy per 2 projects



      to make Hidden Color Fall Leaves:

1. Print out the “Leaf Rubbing and Fall Watercolor” page.  Print 1 copy each per 2 projects.
Staple a piece of parchment paper or Vellum paper over the top (placing staples at least twice
along the left side to secure the parchment or Vellum paper to both the top half and bottom half
of the leaf rubbing page).  Then cut the combined pages in half to separate and create two
individual projects.

2. Fold back the top layer of parchment paper or Vellum paper.  Select 3 fall colors of liquid
watercolor to use (e.g. orange, yellow, red).   Place a small dot of each color over the 3
“paint” circles on each “Leaf Rubbing and Fall Watercolor” card.  Allow to dry completely.

3.  Once steps 1 and 2 are complete (project cards are prepped and dry), select a fall leaf
and crayon and complete a leaf rubbing on the “Leaf Rubbing and Fall Watercolor” page.  

4. Next, use a refillable watercolor brush pen to wet the dots of watercolor on the card.  Mix
and swirl to create the beautiful colors of your fall leaf.  Allow to dry.

5. Once dry, fold parchment or Vellum paper back over the top.  Use a green crayon (or
green colored pencil) to completely cover the painted fall leaf outline.  This will mimic the
look of a summer leaf, filled with chlorophyll, and when the parchment or Vellum paper is
pulled back (to mimic the chlorophyll breaking down), the beautiful fall colors will become
visible!


